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His success was not great: his pretentious philoso-
phy, his restless curiosity, scandalized the faithful.
Hyginus drove the innovator from the Christian
pulpit. From that time forward the Eoman Church
gave tokens of the purely practical tendency which
was ever afterwards to distinguish her, and showed
herself ready to sacrifice, without regret, knowledge
and ability to edification.

The centre of a future Catholic orthodoxy was
plainly here. Pius, who succeeded Hyginus, showed
the same firmness in defending the purity of the
faith. Cerdo, Marcion, Valentinus, Marcellinus, are
removed from the Church by the sentence of Pius.
In the reign of Antoninus, the germ of the Papacy
already exists in a very definite form. The Church
of Koine shows itself increasingly indifferent to those
visionary speculations which were the delight of
minds full of the intellectual activity of the Greeks,
but at the same time corrupted by the dreams of the
East. The organization of Christian society was the
chief work pursued at Eome. That wonderful city
brought to this task the exclusively practical genius
and the powerful moral energy which she has applied